BOSWELL'S LIFE OF JOHNSON
life. I have been told that he regretted much his not having
gone to visit his mother for several years, previous to her
death. But he was constantly engaged in literary labours
which confined him to London; and though he had not the
comfort of seeing his aged parent, he contributed liberally to
her support.
Soon after this event, he wrote his Rasselas, Prince of
Abyssinia. The late Mr Strahan the printer told me, that
Johnson wrote it, that with the profits he might defray the
expence of his mother's funeral, and pay some little debts
which she had left. He told Sir Joshua Reynolds that he com-
posed it in the evenings of one week, sent it to the press in
portions as it was written, and had never since read it over.
Mr Strahan, Mr Johnston, and Mr Dodsley purchased it
for a hundred pounds, but afterwards paid himv twenty-five
pounds more, when it came to a second edition.
He now refreshed himself by an excursion to Oxford, of
which the following short characteristical notice, in his own
words, is preserved : -
*I have been in my gown ever since I came here. It was, at
my first coming, quite new and handsome. I have swum
thrice, which I had disused for many years. I have proposed
to Vansittart, [Dr Robert Vansittart]10 climbing over the
wall, but he has refused me. And I have clapped my hands
till they are sore, at Dr [William] King's speech.'11
His negro servant, Francis Barber, having left him, and
been some time at sea, not pressed as has been supposed, but
with his own consent, it appears from a letter to John Wilkes,
Esq., from Dr [Tobias] Smollet[t], that his master kindly in-
terested himself in procuring his release from a state of life of
which Johnson always expressed the utmost abhorrence.12 He
said, *No man will be a sailor who has contrivance enough to
get himself into a jail; for being in a ship is being in a jail,
with the chance of being drowned.9 And at another time, *A
man in a jail has more room, better food, and commonly
better company.'
Mr Wilkes, who upon all occasions has acted, as a private
gentleman, with most polite liberality, applied to his friend
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